
• A. 0 CS Commentary 

The Journal's First Editor Reviews the Past.. 

When He Predicted the Present 

T 
HE JOURNAL Of t h e  American 
Oil Chemists '  Society had a 
nomadic early life. I t  orig- 

inated in 1917 as the Chemists '  
Section of the Cotton Oil Press, 
which was the official monthly  bul- 
letin of the In ters ta te  Cottonseed 
Crushers '  Association. There were 
few original papers  in those early 
issues. The Chemists '  Section was 
largely reports  by the eomnlittees 
of the Society of Cotton Products  
Analysts,  which was the first name 
of the A.O.C.S. L. M. Tohnan 
headed the Oil Consultants Com- 
mit tee;  David Wesson the Color 
of Oil and Meal Committee;  C. P. 
Long headed Soap Stock; Refining 
Test was headed by H. J. Morrison ; 
Soybean Oil Refining by H. P. 
Trevi thick;  Cotton Oil Refining by 
Worthen  Agee;  Oil Sampl ing by 
g .  W. P e r r y ;  Amnmnia  by J. W. 
Malowan. Most interesting of all 
was F. N. Smal ley 's  repor t  on Co- 
operative Analyt ical  work ; that  was 
the beginning of the Smalley 
Foundation.  

I n  1922 Mr. Geldert, manager  
of the Cotton Oil Press, began to 
furnish repr in ts  of articles to au- 
thors who wanted them ; this helped 
mater ia l ly  in securing good papers,  
especially f rom non-members. The 
Society is great ly  indebted to Mr. 
Geldert, for  without his generosity 
and personal  advice there could 
hard ly  have been a Chemists '  
Section. 

The annual  repor t  by the editor 
of the Chemists '  Section in June  
1922 noted that  the section totalled 
120 pages for  the year  and tha t  
there were 43 contr ibutors;  20 of 
these had not published articles 
before. The repor t  says : " T h e  time 
is coming when, if the Oil Chemists 
are to be anyth ing  more than the 
Cotton Products  Analysts,  we must  
have a journal  of our own . . the 
t ime has not yet arr ived but is in 
the dawning, and we should be 
turn ing  our eyes toward the coming 
of that  day  when in real i ty we will 
be the American Oil Chemists '  
Socie ty ."  

I t  appears  f rom the record tha t  
in those ear ly days there was some 
difficulty in get t ing enough mate- 
rial to fill the eight pages of the 

Chemists '  Section, for  the editor 
authored four  of the nine articles 
in the F e b r u a r y  issue. 

I t  was not until  the Society had 
its own magazine, the Journa l  of 
Oil & F a t  Industries,  beginning 
Ju ly  1924, that  many  papers  on 
original scientific work were sub- 
mit ted for publication. In  the Vol. 
I, No. 1 issue, President  H. B. 
Bat t le ' s  governing committee 's  re- 

Herbert S. Bailey 

port  proposed that  the Journa l  be 
issued quar te r ly ;  tha t  it consist 
of 32 pages exclusive of advertis-  
ing ; tha t  500 copies be pr in ted  ; and 
that  non-members be charged $2.50 
per  year  for it. I t  was pr inted and 
nlailed by the Esehenbach Pr in t ing  
Company of Easton, Pa., who were 
then pr in t ing  the Journa l  of the 
American Chemical Society. The 
total  cost to our Society was esti- 
mated as $600 a year. However,  
the t reasure r ' s  report ,  by T. B. 
Caldwell in the Ju ly  1925 issue, 
showed Journa l  expense as $925.02 
and receipts only $579.27. 

The edi tor 's  repor t  on the first 
year  of the new journal ,  Apri l  1925, 
says: " T h e  J. O. & F. I. emerged 
f rom the chrysalis stage with the 
J u l y  1925 issue. A t  that  t ime it 
metamorphosed f rom the Chemists '  

Section of the Cotton Oil Press and 
took unto itself a garb more be- 
coming its digni ty  as the official 
organ of the American Oil Chem- 
ists '  Socie ty ."  The first volume con- 
sisted of only two numbers.  I ts  
managing editor was F red  H. 
Smith of the Georgia Exper imenta l  
Station. Without  his tireless efforts 
to secure advert is ing the Journa l  
would have been fu r the r  in the red. 
The editor in his repor t  expre~sses 
his indebtedness to his assistant, 
Louise MacDonald, now Mrs. Millar 
of Savannah,  Ga., as follows: 
" W i t h o u t  her loyal assistance the 
job of keeping things moving, when 
the editor was going to a new job 
on the West Coast, could not have 
been accomplished."  

At  that  t ime there were only 
325 subscribers, of which 13 were 
in England,  5 in Canada, and one 
or two in Australia,  Denmark,  Hol- 
land, Brazil, Mexico, India,  South 
Africa,  Norway, Hait i ,  and France.  

My connection with the Society 
and the Journa l  ended with the 
October 1925 issue, before the nanle 
became Oil & Soap. The 1925 issue 
was the last number  released as a 
quarterly,  and pr in ted  by the Es- 
chenbaeh Pr in t ing  Company. 

The editorial in this number  
states: " T h e  publication of the 
Journa l  by our Society will cease 
with the October issue, but  will 
continue under  the same name by 
the Miller F reeman  Company of 
New York, with the cooperation of 
this Society . . To C. B. Cluff and 
tI .  J.  Morrison the Society is in- 
debted for  this a r rangement  which 
will give the members  a monthly  
magazine, without  any  of the re- 
sponsibili ty for  its financing . . 
While they are s tanding all the ex- 
pense and receiving any  benefit 
there might  be in advertising, etc., 
we will have very  considerable con- 
trol  over the character  of the papers  
to be p r i n t e d . "  

The conclusion of this sketch of 
the early days of the Society and its 
Journa l  may, it seems to me, be 
ended with quotations f rom the last 
editorial by the first editor, which 
was headed " B o n  Voyage . "  
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"One comes to look upon the printed page that issued 
from the press as he would upon the babe for whose birth 
there had been weeks of loving preparation. When, then, 
there is no more watching, planning, hoping, and fearing 
for the welfare of the infant, the feeling of relief from 
worry and work is not unmixed with a sense of loss and 
loneliness. 

"That this is the mood of our splendid publisher is 
indicated by expressions in his recent letters. Mr. Mack 
says: 'At first I was very much disappointed to think my 
personal efforts had gone to build a journal for some one 
else, but after thinking the matter over I return to my 
old philosophical argument that good seed properly planted 
will some day be harvested . . We have assisted in our 
small way, in the last twenty-five years, a number of 
scientific societies to build for themselves successful publica- 
tions. The work and sacrifice contributed by many in- 
dividuals in building these scientific journals has been an 
inspiration to us, and we have discovered that a printer 
can lose nothing by throwing all his energy and thought 
into assisting such individuals in building these monuments 
to science.' 

"To Mr. ~V[ack, President of the Eschenbach Printing 
Company, the editor wishes to make acknowledgment of 
the great debt he personally owes for continual assistance 
and untiring patience with one who was absolutely ignorant 
of all the things an editor should know. Without Mr. 
Mack's assistance, the cover of the Journal  would never 
have come into being. He not only suggested the design 
but, when the funds of the Society would not quite stand 
the expense of the plate, generously donated it himself. 
We owe him a real debt, and one of the keenest regrets 
at the conling change is that, just at the time when the 
Journal was beginning to pay him some little profit, he is 
losing its printing. 

"The opportunity is still yours to make the Journal  of 
Oil & Fat  Industries a publication which will rank with 
other journals of American scientific societies throughout 
the world." 

HERBERT S. BAILEY 
1122 North Euclid Avenue 
Ontal~o, California 

:~¢[AN~GING EDITOR'S NOTE. tIerbert Bailey, in the final 
words of his last editorial above as he wrote them nearly forty 
years ago, presented the Society with a challenge to make the 
Journal one that would hold its place throughout the world. 
He had the vision and the faith to present that goal to the 
Society at a time when the infant Journal appeared frail and 
sickly. He should be proud to see his hope fulfilled. 

Mr. Bailey has generously acknowledged his gratitude to 
those individuals who, in the early 1920~s, helped him keep the 
Journal alive. The Society today ~s also indebted to them; 
and most of all it is indebted to Herbert Bailey, the Journal's 
first editor, for his vision, his faith, and his hard work. 

New Sargent Building to Stock 38,000 Items 
E. H. Sargent and Company's new western division 

office-warehouse has opened in Anaheim, California. Spe- 
cial feature of the western division headquarters will be 
a complete demonstration laboratory staffed by experienced 
technical personnel. The lab will have various complex 
types of instruments and equipment set up for  immediate 
demonstration. 

28th Exposition of Chemical Industries 
The New York Coliseum will hold the Exposition of 

Chemical Industries from November 27 to December 1 this 
year. The 535 displays of materials, equipment, and sup- 
plies for all phases of chemical processing will make this 
the largest of these expositions ever held. 
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N W/ OIL STABILITY 

/ APPARATU S 
F O R  T H E  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  O F  

R E L A T I V E  S T A B I L I T Y  O R  

K E E P I N G  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L A R D S p  

F A T S ,  A N D  O I L S  I N  

W I T H  A . O . C . S  . . . . . . .  

M E T H O D  C D  1 2  5 7  - . 

• improved design 

• all electronic proportioning 
control system 

• no relays in regulating circuit 

• variable temperature 

• accuracy of regulation and 
uniformity ___ 0.05°C 

• fast recovery to accommodate 
incremental loading 

• space saving condensed form 

S - 6 3 9 4 5  O I L  S T A B I L I T Y  A P P A R A T U S - -  
Peroxide Method, Thermonitor Controlled, Sargent 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 6 6 0 . 0 0  

S - 6 3 9 5 0  0 1 L  S T A B I L I T Y  A P P A R A T U S - -  

Peroxide Method, Mercurial Regulator Controlled, 
Sargent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5 5 0 . 0 0  

For complete information, write for Booklet 62. 
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